Amazon will prioritize 
high-demand shipments 


Online giant ramps up its effort to restock | 
medical supplies, household staples. In Money 
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Brady’s departure a major 
setback for New England 


“Patriots’ dynasty is officially kaput” as iconic QB 
is now a free agent, Jarrett Bell writes. In Sports 


THE ECONOMIC STIMULUS 


USA TODAY NETWORK 


Tragedy 

is brewing 
for migrants 
at border 


Asylum seekers crammed 
in camps are at risk for 
the coronavirus. “People 
are going to start dying,” 
one advocate fears. 
Nation’s Health 
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Trump: ‘We're going big’ 


Rescue package could 
exceed $1 trillion 


i 


White House considers 
direct cash payments 
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Usually busy Congress Avenue in Austin, Texas, which cuts through the middle of the capital city, is eerily quiet Tuesday 


as the coronavirus outbreak kept businesses closed and people in their homes. JAY JANNER/USA TODAY NETWORK 


IN OPINION 
The FDA has your back 


Agency cracking down on “cure” scams, 
Commissioner Stephen Hahn writes. 


IN LIFE 


Thank you, Tom Hanks 


He shared his illness with us; we share 
his 10 essential feel-good films. 


IN MONEY 


Taming this bear market 
A look at the past 13 meltdowns 

can offer some perspective. 
ONLINE 


All the latest updates on COVID-19 
at coronavirus.usatoday.com. 
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USA TODAY Snapshots 
Which goods are going fast 


Foods and consumer products 
seeing big sales gains as pandemic 
preparations began this month: 


Hand sanitizer BE +470% 
Aerosol disinfectants ME +385% 
Oat milk BE +347% 
Rubbing alcohol HJ +254% 

Fresh meat alternatives Ml +206% 
Bath & shower wipes HJ +180% 
Thermometers Mj +172% 
Multipurpose cleaners W +148% 
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SOURCE NPR, Nielsen 
AMY BARNETTE, DAVID ANESTA/USA TODAY 


An employee cleans up at Milwaukee’s O’Lydia’s Bar, open only for carry-out on 
what should have been a banner St. Patrick’s Day. MIKE DE SISTI/USA TODAY NETWORK 


AMERICA RESPONDS LATEST DEVELOPMENTS 


USA TODAY 


America’s phased shutdown amid the 
coronavirus outbreak grew wider in 
scale Tuesday as millions more people 
were told to stay home - orders that 
have emptied stores, schools, 
beaches and the nation’s busiest 
tourist attractions from the Las Vegas 
Strip to New York City landmarks. On 
a day that normally would have been 
marked by St. Patrick’s Day festivities, 
Americans instead focused on 
stocking supplies while fearing 
lockdowns could drag into summer. 


I The number of dead in the U.S. 
topped 100 people late Tuesday, with 
more than 6,300 confirmed cases. The 
death toll worldwide was more than 
7,900 people. 


I From the White House came sterner 
warnings for people to avoid crowds, 
aimed particularly at young people 
who continue to fill bars and 
restaurants. New Jersey is 
recommending a curfew. Six California 
counties ordered people to mostly 
stay in their homes. New York’s mayor 
is weighing a citywide lockdown with 
limited exceptions. Florida ordered all 


bars and nightclubs to close, and 
cities from Austin, Texas, to 
Milwaukee have followed suit. 
Nearly all of the nation’s movie 
theaters have been shuttered. 


I At least 70% of the nation’s schools 
have shut down. The closures could 
extend beyond a few weeks, 
administrators say, to include 
postponing graduations. 


I Another day of market turmoil saw 
U.S. stocks rise after the Trump 
administration unveiled its stimulus 
plans. The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 1,048 points to close at 
21,237, while the Standard & Poor’s 
500 rose 6%, a day after the worst 
drop since 1987. 


I The nation faced blood shortages 
as donations have plummeted. 


i Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
said millions of Americans will get 

90 extra days to pay income taxes, 
without interest or penalties, but you 
still have to file by the April 15 
deadline. And he encouraged anyone 
who can file on time to do so. “We 
don’t want you to lose out on those 
tax refunds,” he said. 


Millions more Americans 
told to shelter in place 


Christal Hayes, Michael Collins, 
Courtney Subramanian 

and David Jackson 

USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - President Donald 
Trump urged Congress on Tuesday to 
work with him on a “big, bold” stimu- 
lus package to counter the economic 
damage from the coronavirus pan- 
demic and backed the idea of sending 
cash to Americans to help them pay 
their bills. 

Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin, 
Trump’s lead negotiator in Congress 
for the rescue package, said it could 
pump $1 trillion into the U.S. economy. 
As health officials advise millions of 
Americans to practice “social distanc- 
ing” to prevent contagion, there have 
been widespread flight cancellations, 
school closures and shutdowns of 
bars, restaurants and shopping malls. 
The economic forecasts have grown 
increasing dire, and Trump said 
Monday that the economy “may be” 
headed for a recession. 

“We're going big,” Trump said. He 
had initially proposed a payroll tax 
holiday, but many lawmakers, includ- 
ing some Republicans, expressed 
skepticism about that idea, saying it 
wouldn’t help workers who lose their 


See STIMULUS, Page 2A 


ELECTION 2020 


Outbreak 


could shift 
Nov. voting 
methods 


Joey Garrison 
USA TODAY 


Louisiana, Georgia, Maryland and 
Kentucky postponed their presidential 
primaries. Puerto Rico requested the 
same. And after a chaotic last-minute 
legal battle that spilled into early Tues- 
day, Ohio halted voting as well. 

The coronavirus pandemic wreaked 
havoc on the 2020 presidential prima- 
ries this week as the U.S. entered a 
brave new world that also includes 
professional sports leagues on hold, 
shuttered bars and restaurants, and 
gatherings greater than 25 or 50 peo- 
ple prohibited in some places. 

The virus could linger into “July or 
August,” President Donald Trump told 
reporters Monday. 

It’s no longer far-fetched to ask: If 
things aren’t better seven months from 
now, could the coronavirus crisis up- 
end the presidential election as well? 

Political parties choose how they 
pick a presidential nominee, and the 
dates of the primaries are arbitrary, as 
long as the two major parties pick 
someone at their conventions in July 
and August. 

The same isn't true for the Novem- 
ber general election, which would re- 
quire changing federal law to post- 
pone. That’s just one of the reasons it’s 
highly unlikely. 

“The perspective here should be: 


See NOVEMBER, Page 3A 


DEMOCRATIC PRIMARIES 


Full election coverage 


Find results and analysis of Tuesday’s 
contests at usatoday.com. 


